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common country. . ... The commanding officers [of the county] . . . seem not to have become sufficiently impressed with the importance of maintaining the Sovereignty of the law" says Marshall, but with unwarranted optimism he believes "that a more proper mode of thinking is beginning to prevail." *
Thus was the Smithfield defiance of Neutrality and the National laws quelled by strong measures, taken before it had gathered dangerous headway. "I am very much indebted to Brig.-Gen5! Marshall and Major Taylor 2 for their exertions in the execution of my orders/* writes Governor Lee to the Secretary of War.3
But the efforts of the National Government and the action of Governor Lee in Virginia to enforce obedience to National laws and observance of Neutrality, while they succeeded locally in their immediate purpose, did not modify the public temper toward the Administration. Neutrality, in particular, grew in disfavor among the people. When the congressional elections of 1794 came on, all complaints against the National Government were vivified by that burning question* As if, said the Republicans, there could be such a status as neutrality between "right and wrong," between "liberty" and "tyranny."4
Thus, in the campaign, the Republicans made the French cause their own. Everything that Washing-
1  Marsliall to Governor of Virginia, July 28,1794; CoZ. Fa. St. Prs. vii,'285.
2  George Keith Taylor; see infra, chaps, x and xn.
1 Lee to the Secretary of War, July 28,1794; Col. Va. St. Prs., vii, 4 See, for instance, Thompsons speech, tn/ra, chap. vi.